
 
 

July 14, 2009 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer, Chairman 
The Honorable Robert F. Bennett, Ranking Member 
Committee on Rules and Administration 
United States Senate 
305 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senators Schumer and Bennett: 
 
On behalf of the Pew Center on the States, I would like to applaud the Committee, as well as the sponsors of the 
Military and Overseas Voter Empowerment (MOVE) Act (S.1415)—Chairman Schumer, Senators Cantwell, 
Chambliss, Isakson, Nelson and Shaheen—for your work on this important bill.  The MOVE Act takes 
substantive steps toward repairing a system that has failed military and overseas civilian voters for far too long. 
We enthusiastically support its passage. 
 
As you know, in January 2009, the Pew Center on the States issued a report titled No Time to Vote: Challenges 
Facing America’s Overseas Military Voters, a detailed public analysis of states’ voting systems for military 
personnel stationed overseas.  The report found that 25 states and the District of Columbia provide insufficient 
time for overseas military voters to vote and have their votes counted. Pew identified major obstacles for 
overseas military voters in various state absentee ballot laws and procedures and recommended several 
common-sense reforms to remove the impediments to voting.  
 
The MOVE Act would implement many of the reforms recommended and supported by Pew, including:   
 

o Expediting the voting process for military and overseas voters by requiring electronic transmission of 
voter registration applications, absentee ballot applications and blank ballots to all UOCAVA voters; 

o Ensuring UOCAVA voters have adequate time to vote by requiring at least 55 days between when 
ballots are sent out and when they must be received to be counted; 

o Eliminating any notary requirements for completed ballots; and 
o Expanding the opportunity for voters overseas to use the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB) by 

explicitly extending the availability of the FWAB to all federal elections (including special, primary and 
run-off) and using available technology to allow voters to access critical voting information 
electronically. 

 
Americans overwhelmingly want the system to work well for overseas military and civilian voters.  A bipartisan 
Tarrance Group/Lake Research Partners poll conducted for Pew in the fall of 2008 found 96 percent of 
Americans believe it is important that these voters have the opportunity to vote in U.S. elections. The MOVE 
Act represents the best hope yet to make our election system work for Americans who, every day, defend our 
country and represent its ideals around the world. 
 
Pew has been working on a full complement of repairs to the voting system for these voters.  Since January, 
Pew has worked with the Uniform Law Commission (ULC) to draft a model law for states, which would extend 
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these recommended federal protections to state elections.  The ULC is meeting this week to discuss the draft 
model act, and we anticipate a model act for consideration by the states by 2011.   
 
In addition, Pew’s Voting Information Project (VIP), developed in partnership with state and local election 
officials and Google, Inc., creates standardized electronic feeds of crucial voting information. Through the VIP, 
election officials can provide military and overseas voters online ballot creation tools such as the FWAB, Write-
In Absentee Ballots for state and local elections and other applications to assist overseas military and civilian 
voters.  It is this technology that will allow states and localities to easily implement the MOVE Act’s 
requirement that the FWAB use technology to automatically create a ballot based on the voter’s information. 
  
The MOVE Act represents an important opportunity for Congress and the states to fulfill the promise of 
democracy for our men and women living, working and serving around the world.  My colleagues and I at the 
Pew Center on the States stand ready to work with you, your co-sponsors, the Committee and the Senate to 
ensure that MOVE can indeed guarantee Americans abroad a chance to participate in democracy at a distance. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Doug Chapin 
Director, Election Initiatives 
Pew Center on the States 

 
 

 
 

 


